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R. Saracelli 


MR. MURAD: The time is 1000 hours and | 
am Murray Murad with Richard Dunn of the Fire 
Department of the City of New York. lam 
conducting an interview with Lieutenant -- 

A. Richard Saracelli, Ladder 49, Bronx. | 
have 32 years on the job. 

MR. MURAD: The location of the 
interview is being conducted at Engine 68, 
located at 1160 Ogden Avenue in the borough 
of the Bronx. This is regarding the tragic 
event on September 11, 2001. 

Q. Lieutenant, give us your perspective on 
what happened that day and your involvement with 
your unit that responded. 

A. As|lunderstand it, you're looking fora 
historical perspective on the incidents of 
September 11th. | came in for the recall. | was 
off duty that morning. | came for the recall and 
that evening we went down and acted as Ladder 1 for 
the next four days. 

My interest in the historical perspective of 
this goes back to the mid 60s when that building was 
commissioned, designed, and built. | want to know 


what the building industry is doing building 


R. Saracelli 


buildings 110 stories tall with no way for us to 
effectively fight a fire on an upper floor and no 
way for people in those buildings to evacuate ina 
serious fire incident. 

A lot of what is going to come down to rest 
here is why were those buildings built so far beyond 
the human scale? Why did the City of New York allow 
them to be built not under New York City building 
code. Why do people build buildings that people 
cannot evacuate from and that the Fire Department 
cannot fight fires in on an upper floor. It just 
makes no sense. 

When I watched those buildings being 
constructed and since their construction, I've been 
up in them, I've looked at them and they were always 
dangerous looking to me. | would never, ever have 
worked in a building like that. It's just common 
sense that those things cannot be evacuated ina 
serious incident. This has to be looked into. We 
cannot allow the building industry to keep putting 
buildings up like that where we can't deal with it. 
Where it's so far beyond human scale that humans 
cannot deal with a tragedy when it takes place. 


That's all I'm going to say. 


R. Saracelli 


MR. MURAD: This concludes the 
interview. The time now is 1003 hours. | 
would like to thank the lieutenant for this 
interview and this now concludes the 


interview at Engine 68 and Ladder 49. 


